
7.8.4 Confidentiality of Executive Session Minutes. The minutes of an 
executive session and all discussions that take place at an executive session are 
confidential and may not be disclosed to anyone, A.R.S. § 38-431.03(8), except that they 
may be disclosed to the following people: 

1. Any member of the public body that met in the executive session and 
members who did not attend the executive session. A.R.S. § 38-
431 .03(8)(1); Picture Rocks Fire Dist. v. Updike , 145Ariz. 79, 699 P.2d 1310 
(App. 1985). 

2. Any officer, appointee, or employee who was the subject of discussion at an 
executive session authorized by A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(1) may see those 
portions of the minutes directly pertaining to them. A.R.S. § 38-431.03(8)(2); 
see Section 7.9.4. 

3. Staff personnel, to the extent necessary for them to prepare and maintain the 
minutes of the executive session . 

4. The attorney for the public body, to the extent necessary for the attorney to 
represent the public body. 

5. The Auditor General in connection with the lawful performance of its duty to 
audit the finances or performance of the public body. A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(8)(3); Ariz. Att'y Gen. Op. 179-130. 

6. The Attorney General or County Attorney when investigating alleged 
violations of the Open Meeting Law. A.R.S. § 38-431 .03(8)(4) . 

7. The court, for purposes of a confidential inspection where an open meeting 
violation has been alleged. A.R.S. § 38-431 .07(C). 

The Open Meeting Law requires that a public body advise all persons attending an 
executive session or obtaining access to executive session minutes or information that 
such minutes and information are confidential. A.R.S. § 38-431.03(C). Public bodies 
should maintain executive session minutes in a secure file separate from the public 
meeting minutes to guard against accidental disclosure. 

7.9 Executive Sessions. Section 38-431 .03, A.R.S., contains an exception to 
the general requirement of the Open Meeting Law that all meetings must be open to the 
public. That Section provides seven specific instances in wh ich a public body may discuss 
matters in an executive session. An executive session is defined as "a gathering of a 
quorum of members of a public body from which the public is excluded for one or more of 
the reasons prescribed in [A.R.S. § 38-431.03]." A.R.S. § 38-431 (2). An executive session 
may be convened solely for the purpose of discussing matters and, in limited instances, 
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